






 

 



NOT WANTED 

"No More SVP's in Borrego" 

Last updated 6/21/2022 at 10:28am – Borrego Sun – Sarah & Lee Rogers 

 

In 2021, our Borrego Springs and Ranchita  communities experienced problems with crit ical 

community feedback reaching Judge David Gill  and the District Attorney's office prior to scheduled 

placement reviews for Sexually Violent Predators (SVP) Merle Wakefield and Michael Martinez. 

Both have felony convictions for child molestation/rape/lewd conduct and many other crimes.  

This is the case again with the proposed placement by DCHS/ Liberty Healthcare for SVP Michael 

Martinez. CA WIC 6608.5 section f. requires additional vetting when proposing housing  for Sexually 

Violent Predators with felony pedophile convictions.  

The San Diego Superior Court is scheduled to review proposed placement for SVP Martinez, who 

has a current diagnosis of pedophilia and has felony convictions of crimes against small childre n, 

yet this additional vetting has not been done. Children fi tt ing his victim profi le l ive next door to 3406 

Running M Road. Many more children are educated and in child care within a ¼ mile radius. The 

house has an unobstructed view into the backyards whe re the children play. The house is on a cul -

de-sac with undeveloped land behind it where children from a nearby trailer park play and ride their 

bicycles. 

The CA Department of State Hospitals (DSH) and their Conditional Release Program contractor, 

Liberty Healthcare have a history of improperly vetting properties regarding community safety. In 

October 2021, the San Diego County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to direct County 

departments to review and verify that DSH and its Conditional Release Progr am contractor, Liberty 

Healthcare, comply with all  applicable state and local laws, codes and requirements when searching 

for and securing housing for SVPs. Chief Administrative Officer Helen Robbins -Meyer was directed 

to develop a communications plan so that county staff would have a transparent notif ication process 

for and receive feedback on proposed placements of SVPs. With these actions, the Board called for 

a placement moratorium. 

https://www.borregosun.com/photos/big/7182/12


Last year, a Superior Court Judge in Sacramento did not approve placeme nt of an SVP in Wilton, 

California. The judge stated that he had to take the safety of both the SVP and the community with 

law enforcement presence into consideration, referencing the 40 -minute response time. Similarly, 

there are two Sheriff 's Deputies to cover the entire Borrego Valley and de Anza State Park. 

Response time for deputies can range well over one hour if more than one incident has occurred, 

when deputies are transporting prisoners, or are off duty.  

Why do landlords rent to Liberty?  The money. This is a problem of out -of-town investors buying 

property with the intention to rent to Liberty Healthcare specifically for the housing of SVPs. It is 

unethical but also very profitable to the landlord and to Liberty. A Ranchita resident obtai ned one of 

Liberty's contracts and there were no responsibili ties in it for the landlord regarding the tenant.  

How did this happen?  Prior to the Newsom administration, housing of SVPs who had served their 

t ime was allowed only on the property of State Hosp itals and prisons. However, this administration's 

political appointee, CA Department of State Hospital Director Stephanie Clendenin hired Liberty 

Healthcare as the exclusive contractor to administer the Conditional Release Program. The 

department gave Liberty permission to contract for housing SVPs on the open market –  in 

neighborhoods. Such placements are covered by CA Welfare & Institutions Code 6608 and there are 

safeguards written to protect children. However, it has been our experience that the code wa s not 

followed by Director Clendenin or Liberty Healthcare, which is headquartered in Pennsylvania.  

When measuring the success or failure of CONREP, consider that 70 percent of SVPs released into 

communities in California were returned to custody. Why? In the words of the Liberty Healthcare 

Representative, Dr. Cameron Zeidler, they were returned for "technical violations or sex not 

involving a human." 

Why does this matter?  SVP Martinez's most recent release was in 2018, to a property on a 40 -

acre parcel in Boulevard, CA. After escaping the property through 3 locked gates over private 

property, SVP Martinez was returned to custody in the State Hospital. Following his return to 

custody, SVP Martinez admitted that he had lied to authorities.  

SVP Martinez's paraphil ia requires on-going and regular treatment. The Borrego Springs Clinic 

medical staff was drastically cut and there is no longer a medical doctor to provide care. No 

psychiatric or psychological treatment services are available in the Borrego Valley.  

In this designated Dark Sky Community, emergency or urgent healthcare are 73.5 miles distant. 

Should he have a psychotic break, there wil l  be no option to evacuate SVP Martinez by helicopter, 

which is the only rapid medical response in the entire area and on ly operates when weather 

permits. High winds and blowing sands often preclude flight operations and GPS is not rel iable, so 

ankle monitoring is rendered ineffective in Borrego Springs and the Borrego Valley.  

So where are we now?  



Following is a l ist of what  we believe is factual information:  

- Two properties in Borrego Springs were purchased by Hany Botros and Youssef Cristin in 

February 2022. One of those -houses is on Running M Road, and the other in Deep Well.  

- Botros and Cristin have purchased five properties in Los Angeles County and four in Lancaster, 

California. They also purchased a house in Littlerock, California, where SVP Grassmier is now 

housed. 

- Hany was listed as the representative for "Wadie Investments, Ltd."  

- The SAFE Task Force wil l  accept public comments about the proposed placement to be included in 

the formal response to the court and the Department of State Hospitals.  

- We have drafted letters and provided information on Facebook, Borrego 92004 and the Ranchita 

Roundtable. 

As a community, we need to respond to every county official who will  l isten. In the past, crit ical 

information about the inappropriateness of proposed placements was reported to the SAFE Task 

Force but were not acted on or did not reach the court. We know this pr operty was improperly vetted 

for suitabili ty of housing an SVP with felony convictions of harm to children. What we don't know is 

if the court will  receive and act on the information.  

Adding to this, there is potential for another problem – a review is scheduled in July for SVP Merle 

Wakefield, but we have no notif ication of a placement location. SVP Wakefield previously had no 

current diagnosis, as required by law, and his el igibil i ty for participation in the Conditional Release 

Program (CONREP) was invalid. It appears he may now have a current diagnosis. However, is the 

past six months a sufficient period of time to obtain a diagnosis, develop a treatment plan, and 

participate in training for CONREP participation? This lack of fol lowing the requirements as  defined 

by CA WIC 6608 to vet suitable housing wil l put the l ives of young San Diegans in Borrego Springs 

and other communities at risk of real harm. 

In my retired professional opinion, I would say it is not sufficient time.  

Send in your comments by June 15, 2022 

Email to: sdsafe@sdsheriff.org 

You can also call (858) 495-3619. 

You can mail your comments to:  

SVP Release/SAFE Task Force 



9425 Chesapeake Drive 

San Diego, California 92123 

Oral comments may be accepted subject to court ruling  

during a hearing on: 

July 8, 2022, 10 a.m. 

Honorable David M. Gill  

San Diego Superior Court 

Department 2204 

1100 Union Street 

San Diego, California 92101 

‘Sexually Violent Predator’ release 
set for LA County as judge rejects 
High Desert proposal 
 

Charlie McGee - Victorville Daily Press – November 23, 2021 

A judge has rejected a Pennsylvania-based company’s proposal to move a 

sexually violent predator into the High Desert after decades in prison and 

mental hospitals for raping teenage girls nearly four decades ago in Southern 

California and Tennesee.  

Instead, Lawtis Donald Rhoden will be paroled under Liberty Healthcare 

Corp.’s supervision in Lancaster, a city in one of the counties that Rhoden 

struck on a spree of sexual violence in the 1980s.  

Orange County Judge Megan L. Wagner issued a ruling late Monday to reject 

the company’s pitch to place Rhoden, 72, in Newberry Springs. It was Liberty’s 

https://www.vvdailypress.com/staff/7508480002/charlie-mcgee/


second attempt to make Rhoden a High Desert resident in the last year, both 

of which prompted counter-efforts that are not new to San Bernardino County 

on the topic of SVP releases. 

Liberty holds a lucrative state contract to run California’s conditional release 

program for jury-designated “SVPs” who serve prison time and finish four of 

the five phases in a psychiatric treatment program at a high-security facility 

run by the Department of State Hospitals (DSH). 

Communities fight release of rapist  

Rhoden has proven to be a tough client to land a home for in more than two 

years of Liberty’s efforts. 

Liberty sought one of two things: 

1. A “transient” release, where Rhoden would have no residence, which the 

court rejected due to “Rhoden’s manipulative abilities and high 

intelligence (reported to have an IQ of 120.” Wagner cited one 

psychologist describing “an elevated level of criminal sophistication in 

(Rhoden’s) history” and “opportunities to manipulate around rules” as a 

transient. 

2. An “extraordinary circumstances” exception that would allow Liberty to 

look for locations outside of Orange County, which the court approved. 

Rhoden originally asked that the court in June 2019 for conditional release to 

Fresno County after citing a marriage there in October 1984, when he was 

committing the crimes in question and a few weeks before he left for Texas, 

according to the ruling. 

A court rejected that and found no evidence to suggest Rhoden had a place of 

address anywhere in California, meaning he was to be placed somewhere in 

the county where he committed his crimes. 

https://www.vvdailypress.com/story/news/courts/2021/08/01/newberry-springs-eyed-relocation-sexually-violent-predator-after-judge-rejects-twentynine-palms-plan/5437489001/
https://www.vvdailypress.com/story/news/courts/2021/08/01/newberry-springs-eyed-relocation-sexually-violent-predator-after-judge-rejects-twentynine-palms-plan/5437489001/


Rhoden was ordered for conditional release somewhere in Orange County 

with this in mind, though Wagner noted that Los Angeles County also would 

have sufficed. 

However, Liberty said in February this year that after 15 months of searching, 

it would be impossible for the company to land a place for Rhoden in Orange 

County. 

Liberty first proposed to house him in a Twentynine Palms. The court rejected 

that location in the face of stiff pushback from officials such as 8th District 

U.S. Rep. Jay Obernolte, who testified in court against the placement. 

The company’s Newberry Springs pitch came next, in late July, and faced 

more public opposition from local figures such as Barstow Mayor Paul 

Courtney, whose city is about 21 miles west Newberry Springs, which has a 

population of just under 3,000.  

The ruling cites a reason specific to Rhoden for this rejection: The proposed 

Newberry Springs home is roughly 800 feet away from a truck stop frequented 

by sex workers. 

Wagner’s decision Monday finally allowed Liberty to parole Rhoden 

to Lancaster.  

Crime spree targeting teenagers 

Before his crimes in California and Tennessee, Rhoden was convicted in 

Florida of sexually abusing a child under the age of 14 and sentenced to 14 

years in prison. He was on parole from Florida when he committed the 

California assaults. 

A series of different state sentences put Rhoden behind bars in Tennessee and 

California for sexually violent acts he committed in 1984 against various 

teenage girls in a less than eight-month period. The crimes included: 



 Kidnapping, robbery, and forcible rape against a 14-year-old girl on 

April 24 that year in Los Angeles County; 

 Forcible sexual penetration and sexual battery against a girl, 17, around 

five weeks later in Orange County; 

 Forcible rape against a girl, 14, about two weeks later in LA County 

again; 

 Unlawful sexual penetration and use of a minor for obscene purposes 

against a girl, 13, in Davidson County, Tennessee. 

Tennessee sentenced him to 20 years in state prison. Rhoden was 

subsequently extradited to California where an Orange County jury designated 

him an SVP in March 2006 based on the nature of his crimes against 

teenagers, Wagner wrote. 

A month later, a court ordered that Rhoden be indefinitely committed to 

Coalinga State Hospital in Fresno County. Coalinga was built specifically for 

sexually violent criminals and holds about 1,500 beds for an all-male patient 

population. Wagner noted that Rhoden had remained at Coalinga up to the 

time of her ruling Monday. 

Treatment while in prison, plan for parole  

Rhoden’s “Sex Offender Treatment Program” runs in five phases: 

1. Orientation; 

2. Skills Acquisition; 

3. Skills Application; 

4. Transition/Discharge; 

5. Participation in community-based program (CONREP). 

“Rhoden had progressed to the fourth stage by 2012, the ruling states. 

Five expert psychologists all endorsed Rhoden's parole, the judge said in the 

ruling.  



Wagner’s ruling cites another one of the psychologists, a Dr. Goldberg, who 

said Rhoden would be supervised with GPS-based surveillance and ongoing 

polygraph tests and if he violated his parole would be sent back to the state 

hospital.  

These measures, along with courtroom efforts to land SVPs a home and other 

aspects of the CONREP program, aren’t cheap. The costs fall not on the 

private company that handles the work, but on California taxpayers. 

Liberty is budgeted to get $6.75 million from the state in the current fiscal 

year, DSH previously told the Daily Press, which is a 3.7% increase from the 

2020-21 year that ended June 30. 

The amount DSH pays Liberty for CONREP services has risen by $34,000 per 

client on average in the last two years, its newest budget estimate states. The 

department expects that 21 SVPs will be conditionally released in the state at 

an average cost of $344,000 per client. 

Charlie McGee covers the city of Barstow and its surrounding 

communities for the Daily Press. He is also a Report for America 

corps member with the GroundTruth Project, an independent, 

nonpartisan, nonprofit news organization dedicated to 

supporting the next generation of journalists in the U.S. and 

around the world. McGee may be reached at 760-955-5341 or 

cmcgee@gannett.com. Follow him on Twitter @bycharliemcgee. 

Outrage over plans to house convicted pedophile, 78, 

with schizoaffective disorder and sexual sadism in 

million-dollar San Diego home across the road from a 

school bus stop 
 Convicted pedophile Douglas Badger, 78, was placed in a house in San Diego 

 Residents successfully opposed the violent sex offender living on Frondoso Drive 



 House was in a neighborhood with many children and opposite a school bus stop 

By CLARE MCCARTHY FOR MAILONLINE 

PUBLISHED: 10:50 EST, 6 October 2021 | UPDATED: 12:11 EST, 6 October 2021 

 

San Diego residents have successfully opposed the placement of sexually violent 

predator in a million-dollar home across the road from a school bus stop.  

Douglas Badger, 78, a convicted child sex offender, was recommended by 

the California Department of State Hospitals to be placed in a home on Frondoso 

Drive in the Rancho Bernardo neighbourhood which backs onto the country club. 

However, outraged residents rallied together to reject the placement of Badger in the 

home, who according to court records was diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder and 

sexual sadism. 

They argued that the neighborhood has many families and children living there, and there 

are three school bus stops within a short walking distance of the house. 

 

San Diego residents successfully opposed sexually violent predator Douglas Badger, 78, 

(pictured) moving into a $1m home on Frondoso Drive, across the road from a school bus stop 

Following the protests from residents, the owners of the Rancho Bernardo 

house withdrew their permission to the state on Friday, saying they could not 'in good 

conscience' consent to Badger being placed at their property. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Clare+Mccarthy+For+Mailonline
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/california/index.html


Badger was convicted of sexual assaulting both males and females, with convictions in 

Riverside County, California dating back to 1981 and 1990 in San Diego County. 

According to the San Diego County District Attorney's Office, his convicted offenses 

include child molestation, kidnapping and forcible oral sex and he it was reported that 

his victims were mostly young male hitchhikers who he assaulted at gunpoint.  

After serving his prison sentences, Badger was released from prison for a second time in 

1997 and since then has spent years in maximum-security state hospitals.   

 

  
The convicted sex offender, was recommended by the California Department of State Hospitals 

to be placed in a home on Frondoso Drive in the Rancho Bernardo neighbourhood 

 



 

 

Outraged residents rallied together to reject the placement of Badger in the neighborhood, 

which has many families and children, and hung signs from houses and driveways (pictured) 

Channing Hughes, an resident in the area, helped to rally her neighbors and made signs 

that were put up outside houses on the street - including the house where Badger was 

supposed to move into.  

Speaking to NBC San Diego, she said: 'We had no say in it. We get a letter one day or 

an email saying this person is going to be placed in this home, and that's all we know.'    

In order to be classified as a sexually violent predator (SVP) in California, a person has to 

have been convicted of a violent sex crime against at least one victim and have been 

diagnosed with a condition that makes that person likely to re-offend.  

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/supervisor-desmond-to-call-for-more-county-involvement-in-svp-placements/2735633/


 

Following protests from residents (pictured), the owners of the house withdrew their 

permission, saying they could not 'in good conscience' consent to Badger being placed at their 

property 

 

Badger, who has been diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder and sexual sadism, was 

convicted of sexual assaulting both males and females, in 1981 and 1990, and has since then 

has spent years in maximum-security state hospitals 

While at the hospital, Badger participed in a sex offender treatment program before he 

was granted conditional release by San Diego Superior Court on September 22.  



 

The release order will allow him to live in a community under the supervision of the state's 

contractor, Liberty Healthcare, as long as he continues outpatient treatment and follows 

court-ordered rules.  

Liberty Healthcare is the government-contracted business that rents properties to use as 

placement sites to house SVPs. 

 

However, the case has opened a wider debate among officials in San Diego about allowing 

SVPs to rejoin family communities with Supervisor Jim Desmond (pictured) saying he think the 

'system is broken' 

However, the case has opened a wider debate among officials in San Diego about 

allowing SVPs to rejoin family communities. 

Supervisor Jim Desmond who sits on San Diego County Board of Supervisors plans 

to opposes any further placements. 

Speaking to NBC San Diego said: 'I think the system is broken. I think the state should 

keep them in mental hospitals and keep them on prison grounds or some other place.' 

He continued: 'The fact that they did their time doesn’t, to me, mean they are never going 

to do it again, and these people [in the community] should not have to live in that fear.' 

 



A judge OKs placement of sexually violent 

predator in Bonny Doon — shocked 

residents call it a ‘gross mistake’ 

 

BY HILLARY OJEDA 

Source:  Lookout Santa Cruz  

 

Over the objections of prosecutors and neighbors Monday, a Santa Cruz judge 

approved the placement of Michael Cheek, diagnosed as a sexually violent predator, 

in a Bonny Doon home. Assistant District Attorney Alexander Byers said he plans to 

appeal the ruling, and Judge Syda Cogliati agreed to delay the effective date of the 

decision to give him a chance to do so. 

 

NOV 15, 2021 | 1:05 PM 

 

A Santa Cruz Superior Court judge Monday morning ruled that the placement of a man diagnosed as a 

sexually violent predator in Bonny Doon is appropriate and the company responsible for monitoring has 

shown that it will ensure community safety. 

Santa Cruz Superior Court Judge Syda Cogliati then stayed the ruling — or stopped it temporarily — after 

Assistant District Attorney Alexander Byers requested she do so to give him an opportunity to appeal. 

While tears and gasps of, “Oh god!” shot through the court after Cogliati deemed 70-year-old Michael 

Thomas Cheek’s placement in a Bonny Doon home appropriate, residents said they were grateful Byers 

will have an opportunity to appeal the decision. 

https://lookout.co/santacruz/people/hillary-ojeda
https://lookout.co/santacruz/people/hillary-ojeda


 

Bonny Doon residents Joe Brennan and Tricia Proffitt share a grief -filled embrace. 

(Kevin Painchaud / Lookout Santa Cruz) 

Byers told Lookout that as soon as he gets back to his office, he’ll start preparing to file with the Sixth 

District Court of Appeal. 

“I’m saddened by what happened to the community,” he said, standing outside the courtroom. “I know 

that they were joined together, to provide information to show that the placement was not appropriate. 

And from their perspective, those concerns were not heard.” 

To address and respond to concerns presented by Bonny Doon community members, Cogliati made 

several amendments to the terms of Cheek’s release, physical additions to the home: 

 A generator to ensure power during an outage 

 A signal booster to improve phone service 

 A GPS dome, which would restrict Cheek, from going further than 150 feet from the 
home 

 Fully enclosed fencing around the home 

 Video surveillance and enhanced sensor lighting 

Cheek’s attorney, Stephen J. Prekoski, told Lookout he feels the judge made the right decision. 

“We are very pleased,” he said. “He is a miracle of the rehabilitative process and, at some level, we have 

to believe in it.” 

We are very pleased. He is a miracle of the rehabilitative process and, at some level, we have to believe 

in it. 

https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2021-09-07/michael-cheek-hearing-bonny-doon-santa-cruz-sexually-violent-predator


He said if the Sixth District Court of Appeals denies Byers’ request, and if Cheek is released in a timely 

manner, he could be in the Bonny Doon home by the end of this month. 

In that scenario, a meeting of attorneys and Liberty Healthcare staff would take place in the first two 

weeks of December. The case is scheduled to return to Cogliati’s courtroom on Jan. 10. 

 

How did we get here? 

 

Cheek was convicted of multiple rapes and an assault charge in the 1980s and was later diagnosed as a 

sexually violent predator. To receive that diagnosis, someone must be convicted of heinous, violent sex 

crimes and have a mental health disorder that reinforces that it is “likely that he or she will engage in 

sexually violent criminal behavior” again. 

 

(Via State Department of Hospitals) 

Following four decades of incarceration, Cheek was transferred to the Coalinga State Hospital where he 

has been receiving extensive inpatient services. 

While he has never lived in Santa Cruz County, a court ruling declared his county of domicile, or 

permanent home, as Santa Cruz County. The only apparent connection he has to the county is a crime 

he was found guilty of: abducting a 21-year-old woman at gunpoint at Seabright Beach in 1981 and later 

raping her. 

Staff from Liberty Healthcare, a Pennsylvania-based health care firm contracted by the state for relocation 

services of people diagnosed as sexually violent predators, say Cheek is compliant and receives 

extensive treatment. 



 

Supervisors: We want more control over placement of sexually violent predators 

The company plans to relocate Cheek to a three-bedroom, three-bath home owned by Kassandra Hinton, 

located on Wild Iris Lane. 

Cheek’s attorney, Prekoski, told Lookout that Cheek has been rehabilitated and is a “superstar” for having 

reached this part of the release process. 

It’s for that reason, Prekoski says, that a judge approved Cheek for conditional release from the hospital 

in 2019. Conditional release means Cheek can be relocated into a community but only under certain 

conditions such as GPS monitoring and limits to leaving his home for only work or health purposes, for 

example. 

Bonny Doon residents don’t want to take that chance. 

 

Opponents shocked by ruling 

 

Bonny Doon residents, the Santa Cruz County Sheriff and prosecutors have expressed concern and 

presented significant issues such as the unreliable cellphone and wifi signals, frequent power outages 

and the proximity of children and teens living on the same street as the potential home. 

As Cogliati read out her decision Monday morning, at least one person began crying and another 

individual appeared to begin to pretend they were going to vomit. A sheriff’s deputy told the individual to 

leave if they were going to continue and they stopped. 

https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/government/story/2021-10-19/santa-cruz-county-bonny-doon-sexually-violent-predators-supervisors-we-want-more-control-over-placement
https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/government/story/2021-10-19/santa-cruz-county-bonny-doon-sexually-violent-predators-supervisors-we-want-more-control-over-placement


Tricia Proffitt, who lives on Wild Iris Lane, told Lookout she is concerned about not just her family’s safety 

but also the ways in which the challenges and isolation of living in Bonny Doon could negatively impact 

Cheek’s success. She’s lived there for 32 years. 

“I am just shocked,” she said. “I appreciate that the judge is looking at his rights, having served his time 

but I think it is a gross mistake to place him in Bonny Doon or any rural part of the county. He needs to be 

where services are easily accessible.” 

 

Tricia Proffitt shares her dismay after a judge ruled Michael Cheek should be placed in Bonny Doon.  

(Kevin Painchaud / Lookout Santa Cruz) 

Proffitt’s neighbor, Joe Brennan, lives with his wife and six children next door to the proposed home for 

Cheek. He is also the head administrator of Wild Iris Private School, which has four full-time enrolled 

students and six part-time students and is run out of his home. 

One of his daughters, a 14-year-old, walks a quarter mile to the bus stop past Cheek’s potential home 

every morning. Like most parts of Bonny Doon, he said there’s no cell phone service during that walk, so 

if his daughter needed help during that walk, she wouldn’t be able to call for help. 

“I as a parent would be negligent to stay there and ask her to do that,” he told Lookout. “So we have to 

leave. I will leave.” 

Before the hearing, Mike Geluardi, Bonny Doon Union Elementary School District board president, told 

Lookout he was hopeful about the ruling. Geluardi is a vocal opponent and organizer against Cheek’s 



placement in the neighborhood. Walking out of the courtroom after the hearing, he could barely muster a 

response about Cogliati’s decision. 

“I’m extremely discouraged,” he told Lookout. “We have a system that sacrifices family neighborhoods 

and the wellbeing of teenage girls and families, to protect the rights of a sexually violent predator. They 

decided his rights were more important than our neighborhood.” 

Santa Cruz County Sheriff Jim Hart said he was disappointed. 

“This location is in a remote region of our county where response times are delayed, and cellular service 

is poor,” he said, in a statement. “Cheek’s only connection to our county is that he committed a vicious 

sexual assault in Santa Cruz.” 

 

Syda Cogliati is the Santa Cruz County Superior Court judge presiding over the hearing on 

Tuesday. 

(Via Syda Cogliati) 

 

Cogliati’s rationale for the ruling 

 

After the last hearing on Cheek’s placement in September, Cogliati said there were several concerns that 

needed to be addressed by Liberty Healthcare. She went through the concerns and the supplemental 

information Liberty Healthcare and the district attorney provided since the September hearing. 

The first concern was about the existence and location of a school. If the potential home of an SVP is 

located within a quarter-mile of a school, it can no longer be considered an option. 



Cogliati questioned the timeline of the registration of the school with the state’s Department of Education 

and the court’s order that Cheek be placed in Bonny Doon as being the community’s attempt to prevent 

his placement there. 

 

Judge acknowledges unpopularity of sexually violent predator’s Bonny Doon placement, but wants to 

hear more 

She said that the school, Brennan’s Wild Iris Lane School, would not be a reason for her to deny his 

placement as any community could create a school to prevent SVP placements. 

Additional concerns she addressed were how Liberty Healthcare would efficiently monitor Cheek, 

particularly during an outage, how to improve poor wifi and cellular service and distance to bus stops and 

a nearby trailhead. She said she was satisfied with the company’s proposals such as installing a signal 

booster for cellular service and a generator that would automatically turn on 30 seconds after an outage. 

She reiterated that the hearing was not a time to discuss Cheek’s placement in the county generally, a 

decision that was made previously by another judge and that the district attorney’s office did not object to 

that prior ruling when it had a chance. 

In addition, she said that after a certain period of time, if a sexually violent predator is not placed in a 

home after they have been granted conditional release, they could potentially be released into a 

community as a “transient.” And, because he has waited for an extended period, Cogliati said that Cheek 

has requested he be released into the community. 

https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2021-09-07/michael-cheek-hearing-bonny-doon-santa-cruz-sexually-violent-predator
https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2021-09-07/michael-cheek-hearing-bonny-doon-santa-cruz-sexually-violent-predator
https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2021-09-07/michael-cheek-hearing-bonny-doon-santa-cruz-sexually-violent-predator


Cogliati said she believes that the community would be safer if he is placed in a controlled setting. 

EUREKA’S MAYOR, CITY COUNCIL, AND CHIEF OF 
POLICE OPPOSE RELEASE OF SEXUALLY VIOLENT 
PREDATOR INTO THEIR TOWN 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019, 3:29 pm Kym Kemp 9 comments 

 

Photo of Joshua Cooley superimposed over the Humboldt County Courthouse in downtown Eureka. 

In a letter released today, Eureka’s Mayor, City Council, and Chief of Police all adamantly 

oppose the release of Joshua Cooley into their community. 

Cooley has had several charges and convictions related to sexual violence. Two other 

communities, Freshwater and Garberville, successfully mounted campaigns against having the 

man released into their areas. 

The letter sent out today is addressed to the Honorable Judge John Feeney who has been charged 

with finding an area in Humboldt County to release Cooley from Coalinga State Prison. The plan 

considered by the Judge previously would have Cooley moving every four days from hotel to 

hotel in Eureka. 

Below is the letter from City of Eureka’s Mayor, Council and Chief of Police opposing Cooley’s 

release into Eureka: 

Honorable Judge Feeney: 

The City of Eureka is opposed to the release of Joshua Cooley, a Sexually 

Violent Predator (SVP) into the City of Eureka. The proposed plan of releasing Mr. Cooley as 

a transient SVP into Eureka motels is not in the best interest of the people of Eureka. Joshua 

Cooley, SVP threatens the safety and security of Eureka citizens. Joshua Cooley was designated 

as a Sexually Violent Predator in 2010 and has a pattern of behavior that makes our residents and 

visitors targets of his deviant actions. 
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Joshua Cooley‘s criminal past and behavior has convinced experts that he is “most likely to re-

offend”. His history of not complying with the terms of conditional release along with his refusal 

to attend a sexual offender’s course is more than reason enough to prevent SVP Cooley’s 

release into our City. 

The proposed plan to release SVP Cooley as a transient with no stable or consistent place 

of residence 

is outrageous! Placing SVP Cooley into a transient environment, in which he is moved every 

3 to 4 days from one motel to another is a plan that cannot happen. At this time, no one from 

Liberty Health Care, the private provider of care for Mr. Cooley, has notified the Chief 

of Police for the City of Eureka regarding the proposed motel(s) placement or plans 

to monitor Cooley’s actions. The only information that has been received has been from the 

District Attorney‘s office who are working diligently to keep the public safe 

and Joshua Cooley in custody. 

From the information that has been provided, SVP Cooley will register as a “transient” sex 

offender, every 30 days. Cooley will rotate through a series of motels that agree to house SVP 

Cooley. Those motels also house families, including children. Vulnerable children could be as 

close as the room next door to a registered Sexually Violent Predator! 

Since the City does not have a list of motels for SVP Cooley‘s placement we can 

assume that some of the proposed motels are establishments that accept state vouchers for short 

term housing. These types of motels have a propensity for drug related sales and use 
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along with alcohol related incidents. The medical expert who supports Mr. Cooley‘s conditional 

release, reportedly stated that substance abuse issues were significant causal factors in Cooley’s 

offenses. Placement of SVP Cooley into a motel situation that is rife with drug and alcohol 

violations seems counter to what Mr. Cooley needs for a successful reintegration 

into society. Additionally, this transient, roving placement presents significant challenges 

for Eureka Police to sufficiently monitor and track his activities to ensure both Mr. Cooley’s 

and the public‘s safety. 

The City of Eureka strongly and vehemently objects to the placement of Joshua 

Cooley, a Sexually Violent Predator, in any Eureka motel establishment and his release as 

a “transient” sex registrant. Please reconsider the plan to release SVP 

Cooley into” transient” status and to house him in Eureka motels or any other area motel. Our 

children and residents of Eureka deserve every protection possible, and the risk of SVP 

Cooley re offending is too great of a risk to take. Please don‘t let history repeat itself, and 

uphold District Attorney Maggie Fleming‘s efforts to prevent Joshua Cooley’s release into 

Eureka and Humboldt County. We urge you to protect all citizens and reconsider the ill-

conceived plan for SVP Cooley‘s conditional release. 

Sincerely, 



An additional email asks the community to help. 

Members of the community wishing to constructively express their thoughts and concerns 

regarding this issue are encouraged to do the following: 

  

 Attend the next court hearing scheduled for Friday, May 3rd at the Humboldt County 

Superior Court, Courtroom 1 (825 5th Street, Eureka) at 8:30 a.m. (As it has before, the 

court may choose to move these proceedings into the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors’ chambers located on the first floor of the courthouse if it appears a large crowd 

may be attending.) 

  

 Concerned community members can write letters expressing their thoughts and concerns 

addressed to the Honorable Judge John Feeney C/O the Humboldt County District 

Attorney’s Office (825 5th Street, Eureka, CA 95501).  You may also email a statement of 

your concerns directly to the Humboldt County District Attorney’s Office 

(districtattorney@co.humboldt.ca.us). 
 

Sex offender no one wanted as 

neighbor faces release as 

transient 

 

Peter Fimrite - Oct. 13, 2015Updated: Oct. 14, 2015 12:39 p.m. – SF Chronicle 
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Fraisure Smith, 51Solano County Sheriff's Office 

 

A Solano County judge ordered a violent sex offender released from a psychiatric 

hospital as a transient Tuesday after past efforts to house the convict prompted outcry 

from potential neighbors — the latest bizarre episode in California’s troubled 

“sexually violent predator” program. 

Fraisure Earl Smith, 51, who committed five sexual assaults over 15 years, must be 

released by Nov. 30 in Solano County, where he committed his crimes, even though 

no permanent housing has been located for him, Superior Court Judge Arvid 

Johnson ruled. 

Moving every 5 days 

Liberty Healthcare, hired by the state to handle sex predator releases, agreed to find 

temporary housing for Smith in motels until a permanent residence can be located in 

the county. The plan is to move him around, said Solano County Deputy District 

Attorney Mary Nguyen. 

“Their proposal is they will monitor him 24 hours (a day) and move him every five 

days,” Nguyen said. She said her office opposed the release on transient status in large 

part because Smith will be harder to monitor. 
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Chaos has plagued the state’s sex predator treatment program since the first release 

more than a decade ago. Almost every attempt to release a state-designated sexually 

violent predator has provoked community outrage. 

The state program puts the convicts through intensive therapy and lets them out, under 

strict conditions and monitoring. 

Smith was convicted of sexually assaulting a 17-year-old girl in Suisun City in 2007. 

He had been convicted of four previous attacks, so prosecutors invoked a 

controversial 1996 law allowing sexually violent predators to be committed to mental 

hospitals after serving prison sentences. 

The idea is to provide treatment to the worst offenders until they are judged to be no 

threat to the public. Smith was committed to Coalinga State Hospital in Fresno 

County in July 2010. He filed a petition for conditional release two years later, and in 

2013, the court ordered him released. He has told reporters he is impotent after 

suffering prostate cancer. 

Program officials proposed housing in unincorporated Solano County, but the district 

attorney opposed the location because it was near Solano Community College, and the 

judge agreed. 

Two other locations, in Fairfield and Concord, were also proposed, but the property 

owners withdrew amid community opposition. In all, 4,108 placement possibilities 

were looked at in Solano, Napa, Yolo and Contra Costa counties, officials said. 

‘No longer involved’ 

Counties are normally given 30 days to investigate proposed placement locations, 

giving the district attorney time to oppose a release order. Nguyen said putting Smith 

on transient status takes that ability away. 

“We are no longer involved unless there is some change in circumstance, like a 

permanent placement,” she said. 
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Smith wouldn’t be the first sexually violent predator to seek release as a transient, 

Nguyen said, referring to a recent case in Monterey County. 

The intensity of the fight over Smith’s release isn’t unusual. Law enforcement 

officials get particularly angry at state mental health officials when they attempt to 

release potentially violent offenders without notice into communities far from where 

they committed their crimes. 

Currently, many people in the small delta town of Bethel Island are trying to block the 

release of convicted child molester Robert Bates, whose history of violence and drug 

abuse dates back to 1989. The Contra Costa County sheriff and district attorney have 

joined residents in opposing the move, forcing a judge to postpone Bates’ release until 

after an Oct. 23 court hearing. 

The whole ordeal started with sex predator Brian DeVries, who was rejected by more 

than 100 sites before a judge in Santa Clara County threatened to set him free without 

any conditions if the state could not find him housing. In desperation, officials put 

DeVries in a trailer on prison grounds in Soledad (Monterey County). 

There was similar community outrage in 2004 when sex predator Cary Verse was 

released from Atascadero State Mental Hospital in San Luis Obispo County. 

Protesters drove him out of several Bay Area locations, including an Oakland abbey, 

until he finally found a home in the eastern Contra Costa County community of Bay 

Point. 

Serial rapist Patrick Ghilotti was greeted with angry posters and signs skewering him 

as he returned to his wife’s Vacaville home in 2004. 

Peter Fimrite is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. E-

mail: pfimrite@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @pfimrite 

 

Convicted sex offender nabbed after boy 
found with him in car  
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By Bruce Gerstman - MediaNews STAFF Article Last Updated: 11/21/2006 07:10:03 AM PST 

WALNUT CREEK — Police took convicted sex offender Cary Verse into custody on 

suspicion of violating a condition of his release into the community, authorities reported 

Monday. 

Walnut Creek police stopped Verse, 36, at 1:10 p.m. Saturday in connection with a 

mechanical violation on his car and found he was driving with a 14-year-old male 

passenger, police Lt. Tim Schultz said in a press release. 

As one of the conditions of his 2004 release from Atascadero State Mental Hospital, 

Verse is not allowed to drive with any male passenger without authorization from Liberty 

Behavioral Health Corp., which contracts with the county to supervise him. 

When officers realized Verse's identity, they contacted the state Department of Mental 

Health, which recommended Verse be taken into custody, the press release said. 

A spokeswoman for state mental health department said Monday her agency will move 

to send Verse back to the state hospital, where he had completed a treatment program 

for sexually violent predators. 

Verse declined an interview. 

Sources close to the case said the teenager's parents had authorized Verse to drive 

their son. 

Mental health officials say Verse has cooperated with the terms of his conditional 

release until now. 

Verse did not break a law, Contra Costa sheriff's spokesman Jimmy Lee said. However, 

he violated a condition of his release and is being held in county jail while the mental 

health department reviews his case. 

Mental health department spokeswoman Kirsten Macintyre said no allegations of 

impropriety preceded Verse's arrest. 

But, she added, "The boy's presence in the car was enough to cause concern in our 

eyes. It's the responsibility of the department to make sure that he doesn't reoffend and 

that we prevent problems in the future." 



Verse was convicted four times of assaulting four males from 1988 to 1992. He 

assaulted a 14-year-old when he was 17, a 17-year-old when he was 18, a 14-year-old 

when he was 19 and a 23-year-old when he was 21. 

When he was paroled from prison after his last conviction, a judge placed him in a 

special program for sexually violent predators in Atascadero state hospital on the 

recommendation of the mental health department. 

Verse underwent therapy and received medical aimed at allowing him to rejoin the 

community. 

The conditions under which he was released from the hospital were that he may leave 

his home for work and to see friends and therapists, but only during authorized times 

and in the company of authorized people. He is chemically castrated and must carry a 

GPS tracking device. 

With his arrest, the state Department of Mental Health is trying to remove him from the 

conditional release program in Contra Costa County. 

"We think he should go back for more treatment in a structured setting," Macintyre said. 

Verse has lived on the Bay Point property of two defense attorneys since February 2005, 

after a search for living quarters that spanned several months. 

Verse's landlord, Anthony Ashe, said he stands by Verse and called him an excellent 

tenant. 

"He is a friend of mine," Ashe said. "He has been perfect in every way." 

Deputy public defender Ron Boyer said a judge's decision to send his client back to the 

hospital would surprise him. 

"The consequence of any rule violation certainly would have to be weighed with the 

whole picture," Boyer said. "It's not like every rule violation deserves the most severe 

consequences." 

Deputy district attorney Brian Haynes originally agreed with Superior Court Judge John 

Minney's 2005 ruling to release Verse to Bay Point. Haynes was not available Monday 

for comment. 



Verse can be held in jail for 15 days before a judge decides whether to place him back 

into the community, or back to the state hospital. 

He is one of seven sexually violent predators released from the program since its 

beginning in 1995. Since then, one man has been unconditionally released from the 

program and another has been sent back to the state hospital. 

Reach Bruce Gerstman at 925-952-2670 or bgerstman@cctimes.com. 

 

Martinez landlord backs out of 
rental to sex predator 
 

Staff Writer - The Record - Contra Costa Times, 8/16/2003 

 

WALNUT CREEK -- A landlord in Martinez has withdrawn an agreement to rent a house to sex 

predator Cary Verse, delaying Verse's release from a state mental hospital and setting up 

another knotty search for housing elsewhere. 

''We're breathing a communal sigh of relief,'' said Mark Ross, a city councilman in Martinez. 

A city attorney, John Abaci, said he was notified by the state Attorney General's Office on 

Thursday that the landlord had backed out of the deal due to intense media attention. 

In a court filing Wednesday, the landlord was quoted as saying ''this thing has gotten bigger 

than I imagined it would.'' 

The state now begins a fresh hunt for housing for the repeat sex offender, one that will be 

limited to Contra Costa County. 

''It's his county of commitment, where his last conviction was,'' said Nora Romero, a 

spokeswoman for the state Department of Mental Health. ''It's asking the county to take 

responsibility for its citizens. 

mailto:bgerstman@cctimes.com


''In all fairness, it's the best way so no one county ends up having all the sexually violent 

predators.'' 

Verse, 32, was convicted of assaulting two teen boys and a homeless man. He is one of three 

sexually violent predators to have advanced through a 7-year-old rehabilitation program at 

Atascadero State Hospital. 

The last leg of this five-step treatment program is a conditional release, one with a Global 

Positioning System device to track his every move. 

But few landlords are willing to turn their keys over to a sexually violent predator. 

More than 110 property owners had rejected serial child molester Brian DeVries as a tenant until 

he was released into Soledad in Monterey County this week -- over community protests. 

''No one wants them in their communities. 

That much is clear,'' Romero said. ''But we still have to follow the court order.'' 

A Contra Costa judge in May granted Verse his release from the Sexually Violent Predator 

Program -- meant to treat the state's worst offenders after their prison terms. 

In a court appearance months ago, Verse had indicated that he wanted to live in Martinez. 

Mental health officials began working with a private contractor, Liberty Healthcare Corp., to set 

up an outpatient program somewhere in the county seat. 

The state, however, did not disclose a precise address in Martinez after reaching a verbal 

agreement with a landlord, infuriating city officials and alarming neighbors. It was estimated to 

be within a half-mile of Alhambra High School. 

On Monday, the landlord contacted Liberty Healthcare and said he did not want Verse as a 

tenant, according to a court filing. 

In recent days, members of Verse's own treatment team at Atascadero had indicated that they 

did not believe the offender was ready to be released. 

Neighbors in Martinez, meantime, are relieved. 



''Oh, good,'' said Cathy Butler, a mother of two young girls. ''As a mother, I am all for reform and 

people bettering themselves. But child molesters are a whole different ball game.'' 

Verse's attorney, Ron Boyer, was on vacation and could not be reached for comment. 

Martinez Mayor Rob Schroder said the state did not appear to have a firm plan over how it 

handles releasing the offenders after they finish treatment. 

''They seem to be groping in the dark,'' he said.  

THE VERSE CASE / Decision on move to 

Merced delayed / Judge wants to know more 

about house offender would rent 

 

Kelly St. John, San Francisco Chronicle Staff Writer - July 10, 2004 

 

 

A Contra Costa County judge postponed a decision Friday on whether to let freed sex 

predator Cary Verse move to Merced, after officials from the Central Valley town said 

his proposed home may not have safe drinking water. 

Verse, a four-time convicted sex offender who has been forced to move repeatedly 

since his release in February, will remain in a San Jose motel -- for now. 

Liberty Healthcare, the agency that monitors Verse, had been planning to move him to 

a permanent home in Merced this week. 

But at Friday's hearing, Contra Costa County Judge John Minney put off a decision on 

whether Verse can start a new life in Merced, citing the need for more information 

about the 670-square foot home on Highway 59 after health inspectors declared it 

substandard housing. 
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Ron Boyer, a deputy public defender who represents Verse, said Verse will continue 

to live in the Mission Hotel in San Jose until the matter is resolved. 

"A motel room is not a permanent place to live," said Boyer. "Our position has to be, 

we're not invested in a particular place to live -- we're interested in a good place to 

live. Mr. Verse is prepared to do whatever he can to make this work." 

During the 60-minute hearing Friday, Minney said that before he could rule, he 

needed further information about the home, which is owned by a San Jose landlord 

who would receive $1,100 a month in rental income. 

Minney could rule on the issue at a hearing scheduled for July 19. 

On Thursday, an official with the Merced County Department of Public Health said 

the home violates several health and safety codes, including lacking an approved 

potable water supply because it uses a private well. 

The home also lacks window screens, needs roof repairs, has an abandoned vehicle on 

the property and includes a room that was illegally converted into a bedroom, said a 

letter signed by Jeff Palsgaard, environmental health director for the Merced County 

health department. 

State Sen. Jeff Denham, R-Merced, who has been a vocal critic of Liberty's plans to 

relocate Verse in Merced, said state mental health officials did not do their homework 

before signing a lease for the home. 

"It's a waste of California taxpayer dollars to spend $1,100 a month on a lease. This is 

a one-bedroom house that, in this area, rents for less than $600 a month," Denham 

said. 

Merced County Sheriff Mark Pazin, who spoke at the hearing against relocating Verse 

in Merced, said that the home is also not suitable because many children live nearby, 

and that Verse would have to walk or bicycle more than two miles to shop in town. 
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Authorities elsewhere have previously used code violations in an attempt to keep 

Verse out of town. In March, Oakland building inspectors cited an abbey that was 

sheltering Verse, prompting him to move to San Jose. 

"We will use whatever arrow is in our quiver to get home the point that this is not a 

suitable area for Mr. Verse," Pazin said. 


